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In' the same July 19 phone call, they gave me an account of the July 10'meeting
with the Ukrainian officials at the White House. Specifically, they told me that
Ambassador Sondland had connected “investigations” with an Oval Office meeting
for President Zelenskyy, which so irritated Ambassador Bolton that he abruptly
ended the meeting, telling Dr. Hill and Mr. Vindman that they should have nothing
to do with domestic politics. He also directed Dr. Hill to “brief the lawyers.” Dr.
Hill said that Ambassador Bolton referred to this as a “drug deal” after the July 10
meeting. Ambassador Bolton opposed a call between President Zelenskyy and

President Trump out of concern that it “would be a disaster.”
sed.
~'

Ambassador

Needless to say, the Ukrainians in the meetings were confu
Bolton, in the regular Ukraine policy decision-making cha
about security, energy, and reform; Al

irregular channel, wanted to talk abo
meeting and Ukrainian investigationsis

Also during our July 19 eall, Dr. Hil
met with Mr. Giuliani to discuss T
day I asked Ambassador Volker
began to'sense that the two decisic
were separate and at odds.

S 3 O
Later on July 19 and in the early
messages on a three-way Whats.,
and Sondland, a record of which I u




Son o
er. Ambassador Lot T
g that he
ot Zelenstkﬁpt is for 7elensky g tﬁz b
[Ig]eisiﬁc personnel jssues—

y Ambassador Volk
mp and Pre

Committees b
d that what was

between President Tru

Ambassador Volker sai :
will help investigation—and address any
any.” e o
Sondland W
ation with Ambassador 4
a phone conversation s N ndland 10 4 me that he ha
i 7 will leave DO stone

Later on July 20, I had
was on a train from Paris t
recommended to President
unturned” with regard to “investiga

President Trump.

o London. Ambas

Zelenskyy that he
tions” when

use the phraseés _
President Zelenskyy spoke with

i ' ich he
Also on July 20, I had a phone conversation with Mr. Danyliuk, during “\f:lfrlfm :
conveyed to me that President Zelenskyy did not want to be used as a pa -
ext day I texted both Ambassadors Volker an

U.S. re-election campaign. The n
Sondland about President Zelenskyy’s concern.
elenskyy had the 1ong—awa'1ted phone

even though I was Chief of Mission and was scheduled to
with Ambassador Volker the following day, 1

On July 25, President Trump and President Z
White House. The Ukrainian government

conversation. Strangely,
meet with President Zelenskyy along

received no readout of the call from the

issued a short, cryptic summary-.
, President Zelenskyy told

During a previously planned July 26 meeting
Ambassador Volker and me that he W ;

President Zelenskyy then asked abour
as promised in the May 29 letter from

After our meeting with President:
the front line in northern Donbas
forces on the line of contact. Arrivi
the commander thanked us for sect

assistance was on hold, which 1

Ambassador Volker and I could
the other side of the damaged !
Ukrainians had been killed in
undoubtedly die without the U




; aggression. Ambassador Boltfm

el

ian o . ¢ mOl‘nin o " .

from anybod 191&[.8 > the firgt funi Tuly 26.“”“" President Zelenskyy and other

ison, Dy, 9 the U goyens, O the Trump-Zelenskyy call that | heard

me that ﬂ; - H_JHSS r'ecent re gl’ €Mment was during a phone call I had with Tim

that Prag; S call “coylg hav bp acement at the NSC, on J uly 28. Mr. Morrison told
10; resident Zelenskyy © been better” and that President Trump had suggested
'lam Barr. I did not o his staff meet with Mr. Giuliani and Attorney General

S€€ any official readout of the call until it was publicly

re
leaseqd o September 25,

On Auo—u
' eamedathsettllfirl ;XChanged text messages with Ambassador Volker in which I

. el:mak had asked that the United States submit an official request
N Into Burisma’s alleged violations of Ukrainian law, if that is
tates desired. A formal U.S. request to the Ukrainians to conduct

ased on violations of their own law struck me as improper, and I
olker that we “stay clear.” To find out the legal

for an 1mvestigatio
what the United S
an mvestigation b

Iecommended to Ambassador V.
aspects of the question, however, I gave him the name of a Deputy Assistant

Attorney General whom I thought would be the proper point of contact for seeking
a U.S. referral for a foreign investigation.

_By mid-August, because the security assistance had been held for over a month for
no reason that I could discern, I was beginning to fear that the longstanding U.S.
policy of strong support for Ukraine was shifting. I called Counselor Brechbuhl to
discuss this on August 21. He said that he was not aware of a change of U.S.
policy but would check on the status of the security assistance. My concems
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Morrison. I asked him if there had been a change in policy of strong support for
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‘J‘I.nbassador Sondland also told me that he now recognized that
mistake by earlier telling the Ukrainian officials to whom he spoke that a White
Ho_use meeting with President Zelenskyy was dependent on. 2 public announcement
of investigations—in fact, Ambassador Sondland said, “everything” was dependent
on such an announcement, including security assistance. He said that Pl_fesident _
Trump wanted President Zelenskyy “in a public box” by making a public statement
about ordering such investigations.
or Sondland that President Trump
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Washington was Ukraine’s most important strategic assetl and ‘-EWJ s us.
v ould no[jeopardize that bipartisan support by getting b
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domestic politics.

I had been making (and continue to make) this point to all of my Ukrainian
contacts. But the push to make President Zelenskyy publicly commit to
investigations of Burisma and alleged interference in the 2016 election show
how the official foreign policy of the United States was undercut by the irregular
efforts led by Mr. Giuliani.

on September 7,1 had a conversation with Mr. Morrison in Sk
ersation earlier that day between Ambassador Sondland
Morrison said that he had a “sinking feeling” afier

on from Ambassador Sondland. According t© Mr.
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interference, and that President Zelenskyy should want to do this himself. Mr.
Morrison said that he told Ambassador Bolton and the NSC lawyers of this phone

call between President Trump and Ambassador Sondland.

The following day, on September 8, Ambassador Sondland and 1 spoke on the
ed to President Trump as I had suggested a week
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earlier, but that President Trump was adamant that President Zelenskyy. himself,
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inessman asks that person to pay up before signing the ch
together at the Yalta

]\Efolker used the same terms several days later while we WeT€
uropean Strategy Conference. I argued to both that the explanation made no
sense: the Ukrainians did not “owe” President Trump anything, and holding up
security assistance for domestic political gain was «crazy,” as I had said inmy text
message to Ambassadors Sondland and Volker on September 9.

d and that the

September 11 that the hold had been lifte

Finally, I learned on
uld be provided.

security assistance wo
as released on September R

After I learned that the security assistance w
lenskyy and Foreign Minister

personally conveyed the news to President Ze
Prystaiko. And I again reminded Mr. Yermak of the high strategic value of

bipartisan support for Ukraine and the importance of not getting involved in other
countries’ elections. My fear at the time was that since Ambassador Sondland had
told me President Zelenskyy al | CNN interview, President
Zelenskyy would make 2 stat ations’ that would have
played into domestic U.S. _Danyliuk that

President Zelenskyy was not e media.
While Mr. Danyliuk initial ced during a
meeting on the ‘morning of S - office that Mr.
Yermak looked uncomfo 1 asked Mr.

' did.

Danyliuk to confirm that




>5 at the UN General Assembly ses;ioﬂ mHI:
2 I e 7
president Zelenskyy face-to-1ac LA
55 call. The United States gave the Ukrain . _1had
o - were livid. Although this W :
e S ident Z

nt Trump’s July 25 call with Prest i
ers
to un S andl 4 use

r and :
ions of Burisméa an

On September
President Trump met

transcript of the July

notice of the release. o

details of Preside ! )
Sf:]e_n ;hhee mentioned Vice President Biden, I had come
o ions” was a term that Ambassadors Volke

“investigat ; - -
:hc:ileti?tmarters related to the 2016 elections, and to investigat
0
the Bidens.

ecitation of the events of the past few
iv. But I also recognize the importance

[ recocnize that this is a rather lengthy r
igating, and I hope that this chronology

months told from my vantage point 1n K
of the matters your Committees are mvestiga
will provide some framework for your questions.

I wish to conclude by returning to the points I made at the outset. Ukraine i.s
important to the security of the United States. It has been attacked by Russia,
which continues its aggression against Ukraine. If we believe in the principle of
sovereignty of nations on which our security and the security of our friends and
allies depends, we must support Ukraine in its fight against its bullying neighbor.

Russian aggression cannot stand.

There are two Ukraine stories today. The first is the one we are discussing this

morning and that you have been hearing for the past two weeks. It is a rancorous
story about whistleblowers, Mr. Giuliani, side channels, quid pro quos, corruption,

and interference in elections. In this story Ukraine is an object.

But there is another Ukraine story—a pos
Ukraine is the subject. This one is
struggling to break free of its past,
usher in a new Ukraine, proud of its.
Western institutions and enjoy a m
describes a nation developing an ingl

&

concerned about what language wi
our parents and grandparents cam

country.




Because of the strateoic j
Europe, we, througffﬁggﬁﬁ?fame e -'m our effort to ereate a Whole, free
decades, have supported Uky an.and Democratic administrations over three _
assistance funding, both cjvi aine. Congress has been generous over the years N
I R b'm ; ClVll_IaI} ?Ild military, and political support. Wlt.h

; Ing bipartisan majorities, Congress has supported Ukraine with harsh
sanctions on Russia for invading and occupying Ukraine. We can be proud of tf
support and that we have stood up to a dictator?s aggression against a democrati

neighbor.

[t is this second story that I would like to leave you with today.

And I am glad to answer your questions.




